WORKIMNG GIRL:

Six decadss after her Brostdway
debut, Shirlay Jones b= stiil a
working aciress, She was

Emmy-mominated this sammer
for her role in Halimark Half of
Fams's Midden Placor.
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Alsoan 1956 [ones marned nomor Jack Cassidy, Ei"‘""—":"”inl'. ) _J 1

steprmsoim o six-year-old David, The coople had three boys of E ™
their own — Shaun, Patnck and Hyan — and all the l.'.-llih:}l:-m.'!- l:q_-l]:u up lver T

carcer, even lming T8e Muric Man while pregnant with Faerick, Her dra- | _*

miatic wrn a3 Lulu Baines in Efmer Canery, opposite Burt Lancaster, brough ()‘|\ I Jb

her an Ohscar in 1960 as hest SUPPOITINE Aciess,

Bt as the film basiness chanped in the 605, wles becune scarce. In 1970 an wises-
pected eller would not enly bring scady work 1o this working mom bur elevate her wo
the welevision pantlhean. Wha's more, she would learn how o drive 2 bis, The role was
‘ihirln.':. Parrrichpe, andd the show was ARCs Tie _|'-:.-r.|.-_|.-¢'_;.- .I'-u-_nm'_l_'-,-_ I'lis :Jhirl.;-:.- WE 1
vidowed imssther of five who forms a mock band with her brood and deives them

mns



around the country in a groavy old
schus] bus, Tl series dhrived for
four vears, and the proup was also a
hit an the pup cliaies [ﬁhirlc}' and
stepson David were the only cas
members wha selly sang).

Jones  had relevision
before The Fartridze Fawily —
sheld debuwted on e prestigioss
|";'.r_|'.|'l|:lrerr ) back in 19%6 — b
the sitcom made her 2 bona-fide
T star. Her celevision credits mul-
riplied wver the next three decades,
in movics, serics and specials. She
wis Emmy-nominaeed for Silere
."'p'.llg.l'u. |r.|:l.u:'.'_':.- J"."Jf-g'.".r.l. e N ﬁl-l'ﬂl
in which she starred opposice Llayd
Bridges. In recent years, she has
played moles as dispamie as Diew
Carev's sasy bover in The Drew
Caerey Showr and mot-so-craey Aacni

dlone

“.ill_;. i Hallmark's |..3'|.'p|:l:=:~il.lr|-rr.|
drama. Hiddem Placer Since 1977
she has been marmed o cunedian
Marry Ingels.

In December 2005 Jomes was
interviewed  for

I:I:I\'_' .[:1.'|1."|'5!| il.lll

N &y

SHIBLEY JONES

Academy Foundatioms Archive of

American  Telewision by Karen
Herman, the archives directer of
pm-:||1|."ri-:||'. aindd n.-smn:IL.
E'-I:-"-:I'llu'll:ll_'_ arc excerpis of thar dis-
cussion; the entire inlcrvicw may
he sereened ai the archive offices in
March Hollywomd, For informa-
i, call (B181 5092360,

() How were pou cast as Lavrey
in Cbfahomneat?

A I owas o chores g e the
Broadway run of Seweh Mecific
wiliegi I-'.-n-:l_u;'m and Hammersteans

office called my apent. They samd:

EARLY STARDOM:
Michard Fodgers and
Osear Hamn mersiein
[above] were taken
with Jones's voloe
nrd enst verF oppioe
alte dardon MaoRae
in Dkiafamal [top).
Hor subsoguent
major rales noluded
Mnrian In The Music
Man and ke silley
Luly in Efrsar Qantry
ftop right], which

wan hor sin O o

"We're doing Ckbebema! as a
T T TR we have Fred
Finncmann as direcror and Archr
Homblow, Jr. as |!-r|'u!|||':r. We
wistelel like Shirley 1o come in and
readd aned sing for the Hollywood
peapd, for the mole of Lawrey.”

Adper the anlicion they said i
ws woasderful, bur the Hellywoad
|-.|_-.|:.|;|I|: Fele T s o in:_':-:_l_'u'ril.'nl.'\:d
tir handle a major mle inoa majgar
mastion pictwne, [ was about e go
back o college when Richasd
Radgers said, "Miss Jones, we have
another production called Me ard
Jidier whieh we would like you m
g bnto, in the role of Julies”
which was a fratured pare — “and
understwdy the lawd.” 5o 1 went
Chicago with the ahow,

In the mcantime, rthey had
screen-rested EWETY VOUNE Wiinin
on hoth coaes for the rols of
Lanrey in the movie, While | was
in Chicage they called mie again m
sorcenetese in Los Angeles, Two
weeks larer mo agent called and
said. “Hella, |...1.1|ri.'_'.-." Thar was
wirhin a yeur of oy Lirse Broadway
auditiomn,

3 What do you think Rodgers
and Hammersiein saw in you?

A In their C¥Cs, [ awviar 1 T Py | vt
a farm piel from o sosall ewn |
had a golden voice — which s
whar they called 10 — the Kind of
voige they wanted for that mle
And [ was FOMLIEL, 1 was maive. |
didnt have a bor of motion picrse
OF SLAgE experience. They fownd
chat charming,

IF you wark on the stage a bk,
you «an hecome so broad as an
actress thar vou can't nammow il
dowm for the screen. | didiv't have
ainy had hahirs like chae T was very
malleable, They could see thar they
could really do what they wantal
with me. So they symead me wa
Pl_'r;ul-:l.il contracr, | was the ane
and only — first anad last — o be
under personal contrace o Redgens
and Hammersrein,

0 When did you first appear on
aclevision!

Az L 1956 1 was offered a mle in
the Paphoare W producion The

Rig Sifde. Ir was a greas part, The




seory was set during the 19205,
during the days of directr
Mack Sennctr. Red Skclion
plived a comic on the skids,
and iy role was an alooholic
“wwmshine gl i the naasicls
that they did then. As it
turned  our, my  characie
commitied suicide, so it was a
heavy-dirty rle for me. [ was
tald by everybody, "Dont do
television vl never
make anather film.”

) Bat didn's that somehow lead
o Flmer f?mrh]-. e (zcar-win-
ning film role?

Az Burt Lancaster happened o see
The Bip Side, By chis ame my
then-hushand, Im.']-: Cassicy, and 1
were daing a nigheclub acr on the
road. That was cruly all T had lefz,
hecause | wasnt being hired for
films ammore. 1 gor this call from
Burt Lancaster, and | thoughe u
was A joke because [ was a fan, |
had Bure's |:-ii.'||5.n:' on my hedroom
wall when | was sixeeen! He said,
i gl:.hlg o do a movie called
Elmer Craniry, and 1 think rhere’s a
robe for you. [ want you o come in
and  mesr  the  writer-direcoor,
Richard Bronks, We'ne |'II'|.‘I|.‘|||i.'il1f'_
this rngﬂh.u:. and ['m p|.|}'ing
Elmer :,_:.1I1I:I‘l|"." When [ read the
novel by Sinclair Lewis | thoughr,
This is heaven. 1 said, “I'l do this
for nething — this is an incredible
part.”

0: From the very deamatic Elurer
Cranrrry, im which vou played the
vengeful  prostitare, Lulu, voeu
went on to Tie Music Man amd
the angelic Marian, the librarian.
Is it true you were pregnant dur-
ing filming?

As 1 owas pregnane with Paeeick. [
discovered | was pregnant about
three months inee flming,  And i
ook abour six o cight months 1w
film 2 mwsical, | thoughe, Whar am
[ going o do? This was my second
child, and 1 luad already had a ven-
pound baly, s it was not good.

1 ook [producer-director]
Moreon DaCosta to lunch and told
II.-II'II.. Ilf b“.idr dI..:I.'FI'I-l. WLHTY. "lk:'rfI]I
o t'.'tl:."ilil!ll.{ WiE LI B J:u.'||:l Yo,
WEN lnild a comet — welll koeep
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SHIRLEY JONE

“OF COURSE,
EVERYBODY
AGAIN SAID,
‘DON'T DD
TELEVISION.' |

SAID, 1 HAVE
A FEELING
THIS SHOW'S
GOING TO BE
A SUCCESS.
AND IF IT 15,1
CAN 5TAY
HOME AND
RAISE MY
KiDS,™

|:-|_||.| 1z you i Ies a Eh.'.HLIIJ
pricture, 2o we'll add bows
and fringe and Houncss w
the custames. 1§ isecd e,
vward the end, well qus
shoot you [rom the waise
up. But dont iell anylady.”
Toward the end of the
shoot, we filmed the ome and
only seroen kiss that we had
i the mowvic, wlich was che
footbridge scene, whiere we

sing, the beantitul ballad “Till

1

There Was You." Roberr Preston
takes e i his arma. By chis time, 1
wals VETY prepdiiiil. |.'-'I.Ir|I||.'. tle kiss
— with our eves closed and our
arms around each other — all of 2
sudden the baby gave o big kick,
Bob pulled back and siid, *Wha
the heck was tha?” 1 said, “7har
wis Parrick '|"-I‘=-'-i-.|_t'.'

[} How did T Parrvidge Family
phenomenon come abour?

A In 197001 gor an offer o |l|.|:|
Shidey Paroidee. 1 read the scrip
and 1'loved it. 1 loved the face thar
she was the first workime mother on
televasboar. Tl Ganaily, the music —
it was sl a great ides 1 dhoagh,
Wi, theres :|I:|I:F|1|1|.| ke this on
television! OF course, cvervbody
apaen sid, "ot do elevizion.” |
saiel, “T have a teeling this show's

poing, o be a success, And if i s, |
can stay home and raize my kids"

Q: Lricl L ki that HEIRE SLop-
goin, Dhavid Cassidy, would play
vorur s Focith?

Az Mot righe away. The producer,
Bob Claver, asked me, “Shirksy,
|!|-.'|'|l do you feel abour vour step-
st ] H:ll! "Hes Li e I8 \x-'h:."-‘
He =said, “Were thinking alwar
Birn for Keith Partridpe, buc we
want to make sure thar you have a
good  relationship...” 1 said, "1
chink s o greac idea” [ koew dea
Diavid  comlel -:i|1|:-;. and e had
alrcady boen in a Broadway show
and had done some television.
They tested and hired b 1 came
on the scr ane day becuse [ was
testing with the lisle children, and
David was there. He @id, "What
are pou 45|'-i1|f_ lere?™ 1 sasd, “1'm
vourr mama in chis.” He saud, “"Oh
my gosh, that’s great!”

)z Whas the shoow an instant suceess?
A Ac |:-|uﬂiq.|r.'d.. the show did
become a hie. The pilor was won-
derful. We gor along very wells
Dannmy Bonaduce, who played oy
son Danny, was wondedul, And
the relationship between hio and
[ave Madden, who '|:-|.'|:.-'-.-\-:| nar
manager, Rewben Kincaid, was
madde in heaven, That's where the
comedy was, Ir was one of thos
|||.i||g_~,-. thar clecloesd righl: from the
h-;_ginning. !};:l_nn:.' head respecy for
[have, and [Rave sarc of acred hike a
Fxther 1o him on the ser — he'd
play ball with him and everything.
[ranry was a namral comic, Ar char
ape, he was one of the bese child
acrors L ever seen.

And we had beaofel Swesan
ey, as Lawrie, whn had keen o
madel bur who was really superh
[ the ole, The show was so well
cast, Afrer we did the pilar, every
|=u-c|_l.' srarred -=:|_'!.'in_ﬂ. “When arc
|_|:|:_'!.- _'-"-"i|"E. I WIIlE  an rj:-h.n:uh.'
abour we?” I remember mking
thern all aside and saying, “Listen,
il woe poing w lave a hic show,
we've por o work rogether, Therell
be storics around cach of us if the
show's a success, We have o u.n:L
vogether for wharever the snory is,”
And they really did.
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ﬂ: Describe the character of
Shirley Martadge.
A: Like mic, ihe was a working
mom, and she wanted her children
11 |1;|l.|_' l\.'_||-,||_-_~\.. .:'I.-ll.l'l"a' l'l':l'\-illl:.‘\.'- Wil
soawinsl ary Lo her, The Frse L'|'|||[||'.'
of shows deale very much with the
alyow-business angles "Where are
we going o perform? Lers rehearse
overy dbay....” Finally Bob Claver
said. “We're going 1o one dlevwn
the show-business angle a bit.
We're paing 1o make the Parrridzes
real peogle and have stories abour
reenage swecthearts and mayhe
ahaur Shirley dating one of the
lpcal guys. It not going 1w be just
shaow business. There will always be
& SO in il show '-'-'l."" .'||'J-'.1:|'-=
have 3 pedormance. Bur the enrire
shiow swont be built around  dhan
performance.”

That helped. Tt made us real
people and got cvery eenaper in

@iy

HRLIEY JONES

Amenica thinking, "We can go o
seluol and we can bave a band. And
we can ger i bus” The sad pam is
that cvery oice in a while, T would
find sonee lswrtesn- ar sixeeen-year-
ald. juis off 2 bus from lowa o
Michigin or someplace, sring oo
the lowi wiyving, I've come o be in
the Pareridpe Family, | can play an
instrument....”  Thess were kads
whod run away from home,

)z How did you handle ghad

Az 1 had 1o rell them the rruch and
sav, " This is a wehovision show, We
dont have 1 band. I all make-
believe, And vou cinnor do dhis
When Yo get alid |.'|1lll.|'r'.|'- andd Ve
decide yo want w sing, dance or
your want to play an instrument, do
thar in your hometown fisn" |
would have o call teir parens
and say, "1 have vouwr daugheer or
pour som.” :"-[l'--.ll:.' it was ,Eirl:l- |




waseld put them on a bus, train g
ui||.l|u.|:||.' i put thirn lomee.

2: How was the muosical aspect of
the show handled?

Az We had a new sang every week, |
woiald g into the smdie with David
al dis the recording, The res of the
e wouk! e mouch the wonds
when we were on the ser shooting,
and preend dey played the insm-
mwnats, s el et play tlee pana,
The eby persan that did everything,
was David, Duasad played the guitar
— b played in tee sessions and be
wam U lissd siogee When the showe
was at its peak, we ot offers w play
Las Vegas and Lake Taboe. [ kepr sy-
sigg, Yot cloit wnelersiand, There 15
Tl P.‘II'I:I.'II]!-'_J.‘ ]".'.rnil_'!'." 0IF conren,
nohady realned char,

O i you actually drive the bus?
Az 1 did, It was no ru:.!.l! I didn
lemmw hovr to drove a0 snick shifr, so
| hacl te learn thar, &r che snd af
the show, ar the clasing nighr parm,
the Teamsrers presened me with a
leamster of the Year sward becauss
Il learned oo drve the bos

{}: You may he hesr remembsens]
by viewers for Tie Parreisee
Farmeily, bt your résumé has many
dramatic 1% credits — such s

vour 1980 CRBS  film, The
{hildven u_f-..-Tu e,
Ay Thar was a wonderful story

brecinse oowas true, In was abour an
Americin woman who rried o res-
cue as many Sourth Viesnamese
nr]:-h.'.n-. T Jﬂmil:-h_' and I]:.- ther
out before the fall of the country in
1975, Bhe ended up sdopring six o
cight children from o paricula
orplanage, She wrowe the sory
ahour rrying o get them away frorm
the war, We actually floeed in the

Philigpines, in Manil,

Ol You disd another important tel-
evision drama in 1987, for PBS:
Fiveve Wire Times, Lvar

A Ir's one of my Fvorie things
||:|.=|r T've :!-l'hl'u_'. .r.l'lﬂl AR I.|!H:I-| 1_'.|-
love — evervbody did it without
pay. including the crew. It was
abour Alzheimers discise, and 1
played the caregiver, Len Cariou
plaved my husband, a person

“THIS IS A
TELEVISION
S5HOW. WE
DON'T HAVE A
BAND. IT'S
ALL MAKE-
BELIEVE. AND
YOoU CANNOT
DO THIS,
WHEN YOu
GET OLD
ENOUGH AND
YOU DECIDE
YOouU WANT TO
SING, DANCE
OR YOU WANT
TO PLAY AN
INSTRUMENT,
DO THAT IN
YOUR HOME-
TOWHN FIRST."

afflicred with Aleheimers. Thar
was whven Aleheimers was relative-
ly new — people were just learning
abour it and they were ying
raise money for the foumdarion, Ir
witd toumh, boecause [ had never
been  around  an Aldleimers
|:l:'|[i-'.'lll. I lvad ey peacd ap an ir. fimad
oet what tse disease was abaour and

horwe 1 alfceten] people.

L) Yiou plavied a very unlikely char-
scter on Ty Drere Cavey Showr, ..
As 1 did thiree shows For Dinew |
played his love, Celia. T ger more
comments dibout that! To play
apposite him as his lover was hys
terical, Originally lse had choughe
of Debbic Reynolds, because

Debbic docs comedy. I'm not
ki for slapstick, and Debbie s,
I think she couldnt do i, and chey
carme o me. [ was chrilled, becawse

1 gOr 2 chance m |1|.a_l.- a mle tlar
was 2 lrerle dilfersne Fer me,

(3 Whar are yoor recent projects
Ax | odid a wonderlul film Tor
Hallmark called Fiidden Places. Is
ser in Indiana during the 1930s 1
|'||1'I|' an -n||‘| |-.I||'||. |J-;|.:,' 1.n.'|||_| WIS
men’ clothes, spous tie Bible and
tells evervbody whar w do. Her
name is Aunc Bemy, bur they call
her Aune Barry — she's boen kept
away From the fumily, Her nephow
dies ar the Fu;ginning af the ALY,
and her nicce by marriage is left
with mwo children, They're going w
Inse shewr farm — they have an
aranpe growve, Bur Aune Bamy savs,

“Listen, | can help save this Farm.
We'll Figure i oue” A yowng man,
sort of 3 wanderer, comes by and
the miece hires him 1o work the
farm. OF course, the story cvolves
thas they fall in love, the wanderer
and the niece, and with Aunc
Barry's help, they save the farm.
['ve neves I.'lli.l‘i.ﬂj. S IR Dlanges
in my life! Up on a ladder wich 2
hag, picking oranges in a long gray
wig, o makeup and men's clothes.

) Your children have followed in
your footseeps,...

A | discowraged them. 1 wanted
collepe graduarss. | gor nese. My
first college praduare = my prand-
|.'|51|.|::|'|rr'r Bhigr Drivid set the courss,
and when Shaun saw dhar, be ssid,
“Why do f have to g b0 sclwad? T'T
miale a formine singing.” And thar's

wlear e did, Paceick b all kineds of
i

foatlsall scholarshups. He was a grea
athlete, so L twaghe, ag leasy I'll ges
a eellege kid whe plays fonrhall!
Thiml gAme ol the Vi, le= birmke lis
collarbsone. e whar he did? He
went into the drama department
That was the end of my college
[ossthrall |:-|:|:,-'|.-:. '||'u.'!,'|4.- all |a._-,|;||:,:
prak gy, U'm proud, very proud.

Ck: What 15 the secrec of your suc-
ceas!

A Being a ehe aght place ar the nghe
tirme. Amd having a geh: heing shle m
siiag. There were loks of gk whe wers
more tlented than me, premier than
me. But I just happened o be rghs

for that role m QEabowr’ B
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